Components of a good housing policy
By CHRIS GUÉRETTE
Saskatchewan Realtors Association
The City of Regina debated residential sprinklers earlier
this summer, and after much debate, made the right
decision. No matter what your opinion, there was a silver
lining to this debate – a reminder that any housing policy
should keep three components in mind.
Think regionally
Believe it or not, we can improve ourselves out of being
competitive. Our competition is just a short drive away.
In the end, it does not matter if we have great jobs in
Regina, top notch amenities, sports complexes and
hospitals, and even great schools. If housing is out of
reach for some, if housing choice and price brackets are
poor in diversity, people will not stay in Regina. In fact, if we don’t build housing policy with
our region in mind, we will push people out of our city limits. If we are not competitive,
Lumsden and White City will benefit from the growth we turn down.
Five years ago, research showed people were willing to drive up to 30 minutes out of the
city where they worked to have a more affordable home, or to gain more home for the
same price. Today, research is showing that 30 minutes is stretching to an hour, and many
are also looking to change provinces for a more affordable lifestyle.
While we are competitive on the provincial scale, we can easily improve ourselves out of
being competitive within our own province. Housing is uber local. The story starts at the
municipal level, but sound housing policies also must consider regional realities to be
successful.
Expertise & sound process are key
The National Building Code (NBC) serves as the model for building/renovation regulations
across the country and its expertise and process should be praised. They have an
evidence-based approach and a consensus-based process with a variety of experts and
stakeholders from across the country at the table. They focus on improving homes through
the lenses of a cost-benefit analysis, scientific research, and industry realities. Pretty neat,
right?
The City of Regina – and I would argue any municipality in Saskatchewan – does not have
the expertise, processes, or resources in place to evaluate going above the NBC in an

effective way. Many may have opinions, but it takes more than that for sound policies to be
developed.
It can serve as a reminder that when decisions are made, consulting the right experts is
critically important. Those experts might be opposing in the views but utilizing industry
associations and experts who have done the research and the analysis is critically
important even before getting into a public debate. This ensures the proper facts are
utilized.
Housing as a collective infrastructure
Housing is the most taxed infrastructure in our country. Period. Yes, read that again. Not
only at the time of construction but annually.
When all is done and counted, about 20 per cent of the price of a new home is due to
taxes, fees, and regulations. And for each $10,000 increase on the price of an average
home, two per cent of our population can no longer afford to be homeowners and start
building their family’s wealth.
The majority of that 20 per cent impact comes from the municipal level. I would argue that
our municipalities – who are really the level of government with the most expertise in
managing infrastructure – should have a heightened sense of responsibility when it comes
to housing. While the City doesn’t own this infrastructure like they would with roads,
treatment plants and parks for example, they have the most potential to erode housing
affordability and limit choice within the housing continuum.
A strong housing continuum is the backbone of a healthy and secure society. If we have
learned anything from the debate about residential sprinklers, let it be that housing
policies require a heightened sense of political responsibility.
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UPCOMING REGINA CHAMBER EVENTS
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

MEET CARLA BECK
Join us for an evening with Carla Beck
First elected female leader
of the Saskatchewan NDP
The Studo @ The Cornwall Centre

5 p.m. -- 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

2022 LUNCHEON SERIES
"Is Your Business Ready?"
A presentation on cybersecurity
by Shannon Parker & Tina Beaudry-Mellor
Deloitte Canada
Sponsored by TD
Conexus Arts Centre theatre lobby
11:30 a.m. -- 2 p.m.

For more information or to register for this outstanding Chamber event clickHERE

"We acknowledge, with respect and truth, that we work and support the business
community in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional lands of the nêhiyawak (Cree),
Anihšināpēk (Saulteaux), Dakota, Lakota, Nakoda, and on the homeland of the Métis
Nation.”

Chambers commit to helping displaced Ukrainians find jobs
With the arrival of the most
recent flight on July 4th more
than 1,000 displaced Ukrainians
have arrived in Saskatchewan
since the invasion of Ukraine by
the Russian army.
Chambers across Saskatchewan
are committed to welcoming
individuals and families who are
fleeing the conflict in Ukraine.
Your business can help. When
posting available positions use the hashtag #sksupportsukraine to indicate your
commitment and interest in hiring eligible displaced Ukrainians.
For more information, head to www.hiretohelp.ca









